


NEW ADDITION
We are delighted to 
announce that Sharon 
Makepeace is joining us 
as our publicity offi cer.  
Sharon, who hails 
from the Machars,  
has a background  in 
communications, 
marketing and public 
relations. Qualifying 
in Glasgow with a 
BA in Media and 
Communications she 
went onto join the 
fi eld marketing arm of 
an Edinburgh advertising agency before gaining a position 
with the Scottish Tourist Board as a press assistant. Here 
she worked with both international and UK travel and 
lifestyle media before being promoted to senior UK and 
Ireland PR Executive in Edinburgh and then onto a new 
team in Stirling responsible for creating business marketing 
campaigns.  A secondment last year saw Sharon land the 
role as PR Manager for the launch of Scotland’s biggest 
ever events programme - Homecoming Scotland 2009  
-before she relocated her family back to Dumfries and 
Galloway in August this year. Here she continues work with 
VisitScotland   working as a senior corporate press offi cer 
and has also recently joined the board of Dumfries and 
Galloway Arts Association.

FUNDING NEWS
The Trust is delighted to report that The Holywood Trust 
has generously made a grant of £10,000 towards the urgent 
remedial work that must be undertaken to make the sadly 
neglected building wind and watertight. This is the fi rst 
step in our restoration project and our major fund-raising 
campaign will get underway in the New Year.  This is where 
Friends can be a real help - any ideas or initiatives for fund-
raising would be heartily welcomed by all of us involved in 
trying to create an exciting world class visitor attraction in 
Dumfries.

Another big step forward towards the realisation of our plans has been the promise of support from the Prince’s 
Regeneration Trust.  This sets out its charitable objective as “the promotion of urban or rural regeneration in areas of 
social and economic deprivation throughout the United Kingdom through the preservation of buildings, monuments, 
structures or sites of particular historical or architectural interest”.  Moat Brae fi ts so well with such an objective.  
Thank goodness it was saved from demolition. 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 
An Options Appraisal and Feasibility Study will start in January to determine the future uses of Moat Brae and test the 
long-term fi nancial viability of our initial plans. The Architectural Heritage Fund has recently announced approval 
of a grant of £7,500 towards this Study.  Architects ARPL from Ayr will be the lead professional for this stage and 
Doug Wheeler of Douglas Wheeler Associates has been appointed as the Business Advisor. Our hope is that the real 
emphasis for the restored house and garden should be on Children and on Literature, and it will be the celebration of 
the global character of Peter Pan that will be the key to gaining international support.  Look out for further details in 
our next Newsletter. 

Exciting news!  Our fi rst Friends Event is to take place in Midsteeple, Dumfries 
to launch an exhibition of the work of Walter Newall (1780 - 1863) who designed 
Moat Brae in 1823 for Robert Threshie of Barnbarroch as well as many other 
buildings in the region.  We are delighted to invite all our Friends to it and we will 
be there to answer questions and sign up new Friends!  The exhibition will open 
to the public from 15th - 23rd December. It will be open 10am – 4pm each day 
except Sunday.
This will be followed by a Coffee Morning at Dumfries Academy at 10am  on 
Saturday 16th January.  Hugh McMillan will reminisce about JM Barrie’s days 
as a pupil at the Academy and current pupils will be participating in a Peter Pan 
project (Flying High) which will include quizzes to complete and fairy cakes to eat.
We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year and look forward to 
your continued support in 2010.

Vicky Jardine-Paterson
Chairman of Fund-raising and Publicity Committee

More support has come 
from another veteran 
campaigner: Joanna 
Lumley, who has a holiday 
home in the region, has 
voiced her full-hearted 
backing.  At the start 
of the battle to save the 
house in August she said: 
“I’m right behind you.  I 
fully support the efforts of 
the Peter Pan Moat Brae 
Trust to retain this iconic 

building, and I have immediately signed up as a Friend of the 
Trust.  I urge you to join me without delay.”
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